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It may not be easy to admit, but it is true that the political field is deeply rooted in the masculine vocabularies associated with wars and battles. Even in the most democratic countries like the United States, politics is rooted in masculinity. I am not a fan of political campaigns due to the chaos, and sometimes, the big crowd that leaves me uncomfortable, but I happened to attend one rally two months ago. During this time, my experience proved to me that there is still a long way that we need to go as the campaigns are still gendered.
The Experience
I attended a campaign rally that took place on Saturday night in Fayetteville, North Carolina. President Donald Trump engaged different groups of people, but what struck me was his engagement with the women. President's statement and remarks towards how women engage in campaigns clearly indicated how gendered our politics is even many decades after several interventions and changes to achieve gender equality. Even though I am not a fan of crowded places, I attended the rally because my cousin was going, so I sought to see what really happens. The President talked about many things, including his rival Joe Biden, covid-19 vaccine, and nomination of a female judge to the Supreme Court after the death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg. In all the things the President addressed, I was concerned with women's role in politics and political campaigns.
My Experience with Gender Issues
Even though I have always held the idea that gender equality is still an idea that has not yet been achieved, I never saw how our society had been polarized with gender insensitive issues and perceptions like I did when I attended the rally in Fayetteville two months ago. We interact with other people and what I have observed in various institutions that I have visited is that gender equality is far from being realized. Like any other field, our politics is rooted in masculinity and has long been considered a sole territory of men. Despite that, some women have made it in the top political positions, including the 2016 presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, and now the vice-presidential nominee for the democrat, Kamala Harris. I always believed that we have not yet faced or confronted the extra challenges about feminine behavior and women's involvement in politics.
Reinforcement of Gendered Patterns
When I attended the rally at Fayetteville two months ago, it became clear that what I have believed for a long time is indeed true. This experience reinforced my idea about gendered patterns and ideas about women's roles and how gender stereotypes still dominate the current society. President Trump's appeal to women voters seemed to be influenced by the idea that nominating a woman judge to replace the former Supreme Court justice Ginsburg would serve him right in the re-election campaign. He said this not because he thought it was the right thing to do or try to bridge the gender gap that exists today but serve his political interests. Secondly, the President further made another important but devastating gendered comment about whether women attended rallies and how many rallies they had attended. In his comment, the President asked the women what their husbands thought about them attending rallies and that he hoped their husbands were okay with it. The patriarchal belief still dominates women's participation in political campaigns that their husbands must approve of it.
Lessons Learned
One important lesson that I learned about myself as I worked on this assignment is that I knew a lot regarding gendered issues and how they influenced political candidates' campaign strategies. However, I also learned that our decisions as voters could shift the gender narrative if we take part in an attempt to make a difference in society. Political strategies are tactics used by politicians to appeal to their audiences and win their votes, but little truth is in it. 
